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READING DATA

Directions: Study this data on migration patterns. 

Source: William H. Frey, Brookings Institution, analysis of 
US Census Bureau’s Decennial Censuses, 1920-1970.

AFRICAN AMERICAN MIGRATION PATTERNS                           
Based on Top Ranked Southern States of Birth             

1920-1970

Birthplace: 
     GA
     AL

Birthplace: 
     MS
     TN

Birthplace: 
     NC
     GA

Birthplace: 
     AL
     GA

Birthplace: 
     TX
     LA

Birthplace: 
     AR
     MS
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1. Based on the information provided, from which Southern states did the migrants come? List all of 
the different states. You can look up the state abbreviations if you need to.

___________________      ___________________     ___________________     ___________________    

___________________      ___________________     ___________________     ___________________    

2. In 1920, from which Southern state did most of the migrants come?  _____________________

3. In 1940, from which South state did most of the migrants come?  ____________________

4. Considering both 1920 and 1940, from which Southern state did most of the migrants come?  

___________________

5. Look at the data for the city of Chicago.

	 a. How many African Americans arrived in 1920?  _________

	 b. How many African Americans arrived in 1940?  _________

	 c. Looking at the number of African Americans who arrived in 1920 and the number of African  

      Americans who arrived in 1940, how many more African Americans arrived by 1940?  _________

	 d. How many African Americans arrived between 1920 and 1940 in total?   _________

6. Look at the data for the city of New York.

	 a. How many African Americans arrived in 1920?  _________

	 b. How many African Americans arrived in 1940?  _________

	 c. Looking at the number of African Americans who arrived in 1920 and the number of African  

     Americans who arrived in 1940, how many more African Americans arrived by 1940?  _________

	 d. How many African Americans arrived between 1920 and 1940 in total?  _________

7. By 1940, which Northern city had the most migrants?  ____________________
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1. Examine this map and identify and circle these 
Southern cities:

	 a. Savannah, GA

	 b.New Orleans, LA

	 c. Galveston, TX

	 d. Birmingham, AL

	 e. Mobile, AL

2. Identify and put a square around these 
Northern cities:

	 a. New York, NY

	 b. Chicago, IL

	 c. St. Louis. MO

	 d. Los Angeles, CA

	 e. Detroit, MI

	 f. Pittsburgh, PA

UNDERSTANDING DISTANCE

Galveston
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3. Study this travel distance table and determine the 
distance between the following cities:

	 a. Galveston, TX to Pittsburgh, PA ________

	 b. Birmingham, AL to New York, NY ________

	 c. New Orleans, LA to Detroit, MA ________

	 d. Mobile, AL to Los Angeles, CA ________

	 e. Savannah, GA to St. Louis, MO  ________

4. Based on the information you collected, which 

trip was the longest?  _________

5. Based on the information you collected, which 

trip was the shortest?  _________
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taking the tr ain—tr aVel Math

Worksheet 7

2.  How many cities are listed on the distance table?

 How many cities on the table were in the South?

 How many were in the North?

3.  Calculate the total number of miles you must travel to complete the following trip: 
You leave Jacksonville, Florida, and travel to Mobile, Alabama, where you meet your 
grandparents. From there, you travel to Birmingham, Alabama, to spend 2 nights. When 
you leave Birmingham, you travel all the way to Chicago, Illinois, where you complete your 
trip. How many miles total have you traveled? (Show your work.)

Primary Source 31. Distance table, 
detail of Rand McNally Railroad Map.


